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When large numbers of the adult worms are present in the small intestines of horses, considerable damage is done. The larvae, immature or baby worms, often do more harm than the adults. The immature or young worms of some of the species bore into the blood-vessels in the lining wall of the intestines and travel to some of the large arteries or blood-vessels, where aneurisms or dilations occur in the walls. These bulges in the blood-vessels interfere with the circulation of blood and may even rupture and cause the death of the animal. Other species of larvae or young worms have been found in other parts of the animal body, but eventually all the larvae find their way back to the small intestines where they develop into the adult worm.
The horse usually becomes infected in the spring and the first symptoms of a serious nature may not be observed until autumn. There may be diarrhea, lack of appetite, and gradual loss of flesh. There is likely to be some evidence of anemia, since these worms are blood-suckers. It would be difficult to determine this kind of worm infestation from the symptoms alone, because all wormy horses show essentially the same outward signs. The discovery of adult worms about 2 inches long in the manure would assist in the proper diagnosis. If these red match-shaped worms are seen together with the symptoms mentioned, a reasonably safe guess might be made.
It is impossible to treat the larval form. The adult worms may be removed with carbon bisulfide and oil of cheno-podium when administered in proper doses by a veterinarian. These drugs are too dangerous to be placed in the hands of inexperienced persons. When the owner wishes to attempt treatment himself, oil of turpentine may be used in 2-ounce doses,' mixed with a quart of raw linseed-oil. Boiled linseed-oil is poisonous and should be avoided. The oil of turpentine mixture may be given from a bottle as a drench, by raising head slightly and allowing the oil to run slowly into the mouth. Death would follow if the animal should choke and the oil find its way into the lungs.